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— ECMC SCHOLARS __
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

By reaching students early in high school, the ECMC Scholars Program gives students the skills and
resources to realize their college goals.

Developed for students in Oregon, Virginia and Connecticut, the ECMC Scholars Program:
e Actively seeks students who have potential but not necessarily the best test scores or grades
e Gives students extra support during their junior and senior years
e Pairs students with mentors who help them build strong study and social skills
» Awards $4,000 to each successful ECMC Scholar for their first year of college
* Provides $2,000 to qualifying ECMC Scholars for their second year of college
e Provides a Beyond12 college coach for the first two years in college

We are proud of all of our ECMC Scholars and honored by the hard work of all the educators at our
participating schools.

Who We Are:

The ECMC Scholars Program is an offering of Educational Credit Management Corporation (ECMC), a
nonprofit corporation that assists students and families in their efforts to plan and pay for college.
ECMC is an affiliate of ECMC Group, a nonprofit organization that provides financial tools and services,
as well as funding for innovative programs to help students achieve their academic and professional
goals.



http://www.ecmc.org/
http://www.ecmcgroup.org/
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As the ECMC Scholars Program administrator, | will abide by the ECMC Scholars Program Activity Fund
policy outlined below:

o Each high school is eligible to receive up to a $3,000.00 activity fund to support the ECMC
Scholars Program

o Items purchased must be used in the academic year in which they were purchased (e.g., gift
card giveaways cannot be purchased using 2025-2026 funds and distributed to students during
the 2026-2027 academic year)

o Funds are only to be used for ECMC Scholars Program activities and students; other students can
benefit from these activities if expenses are a fixed cost; no additional costs should be incurred
due to expanding activities to non-ECMC Scholars Program participants

o Program administrator is responsible to submit a 2025-26 activity fund reimbursement form with
receipts for each line item no later than Friday, June 12, 2026 online at:
https://bit.ly/3Tc74KG

o A detailed general ledger will also be acceptable in lieu of receipts and must include the
vendor, dollar amount and date of purchase

o 2025-2026 activity funds may be used for the following Items only:

= Contributions towards costs associated with school-sponsored college tour expenses.
= Contributions towards costs associated with school-sponsored trips to/from college fairs
= Contributions towards cost associated with school-sponsored cultural activities; limited to
the following: musical production, play, visit a local government body in session, visit a
museum, visit a national park or local historic site, attend a diversity workshop, or attend a
local cultural event (i.e., heritage festivals, etc.)
* Max of $75 per attendee
e Check with local college or university for low-cost options
= Leadership and/or teambuilding activity - Max of $25 per attendee
= SAT, ACT or Placement Test fees (if waiver is unavailable)
= CSS Profile fees (if waiver is unavailable)
» College application fees (if waiver is unavailable)
= Graduation cords



https://bit.ly/3Tc74KG
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= Cap and gown rental (may be purchased if rental is unavailable)

= Food and beverage for monthly workshops

= Food and beverage can only be purchased for ECMC Scholars Program students, their
families, mentors, and program administrators affiliated with the ECMC Scholars Program

» End-of-year celebration - Max of $25 per attendee

= Nominal incentive raffle prizes for program participants - Max of $25 per workshop/event

= Speaker fees (requires pre-approval from ECMC Scholars Program manager)

» Nominal thank-you gift for unpaid guest speakers - Max of $25 per workshop/event

= Interpreter services for workshops/events

= Contributions towards costs associated with substitute teacher fees required for field trips

= Supplies for community service projects

» Dual enrollment fees

= Mass transportation passes used to attend dual enrollment classes

= Books associated with dual enrollment classes

= Reimbursement for the Program Administrator's mileage to/from ECMC-sponsored events
such as national trainings (mileage rate = current IRS standard mileage rate)

= Reimbursement for the Program Administrator's lodging for ECMC sponsored events such as
National Trainings or ECMC Scholar Annual Meeting for the following program administrators.
Lodging arrangements for Program Administrators should comply with any school policies
related to business travel. If questions about eligibility for the Program Administrator's
eligibility for reimbursement, please contact ECMC Scholars Program Directors at
ecmcscholars@ecmc.org

¢ One night - participants who have to travel more than 150 miles one way to the location
e Two nights - participants who have to travel more than 300 miles one way to the
location
o 2025-2026 activity funds may NOT be used for the following Items:
= Senior gifts
» Food for non-ECMC Scholars Program students and families (including College Nights)
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—— ECMC SCHOLARS
PROGRAM CONTACTS

ECMC Program Scholars Director ECMC Program Scholars Director
651.325.3236 434-981-3994
jmann®@®ecmc.org awebster@ecmc.org
SERVING SERVING
SCHOOLS IN: SCHOOLS IN:
VIRGINIA e CONNECTICU
(EXCEPT RICHMOND) e OREGON
* RICHMOND,
VIRGINIA

ECMCscholars@ecmc.org
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—— ECMC SCHOLARS
PROGRAM LEADERSHIP
& COLLEGE SUCCESS

Director, Student Success
651.325.3725
agreenlay@ecmc.org

ECMC Program Scholars Director
850-459-2851
jsmith@ecmc.org

ECMCscholars@ecmc.org
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ADD THESE DATES TO YOUR CALENDAR BY SUBRSCIBING

‘ ECMC TO THE ECMC SCHOLARS COORDINATOR CALENDAR AT
@@ SChO].arS BIT.LY/ECMCSCHOLARSCALENDAR

COORDINATOR
CHECKLIST &
IMPORTANT DATES

Attend ECMC Scholars Program Request Director support for class
“administrators/mentors Virtual 4 of 2028 Scholar Recruitment and

-TO DO LIST-

Kick Off Meeting Information Sessions as needed
o Tuesday, 8.26.25 @1-2pm EST . January 1%- February 27%
(longer as needed for Q&A) Meet with Scholars a minimum of 4
- Complete application season for times through the school year and
Attend ECMC Scholars Annual 42027 cohort of students by host the following workshops
Meeting o Tuesday, 3.3.26
« Connecticut: 9.22.25 . College 101:
o Oregon:10.24.25 virtual Review 2028 cohort for candidacy
« Virginia:10.15.25 Hampton 4 into the ECMC Scholars Program by = Visualize your life as a
Roads, before the VSCA » Tuesday, 3.17.26 college student (J)

conference , - Building My Portfolio (S)

Host ECMC College Night event by

sy ECMC Scholars Welcome Session, « Monday, 4.20.26 Host ECMC College Night (J)
“ **new schools and others as

wanted, invite Directors** Ensure program participants have

» by Wednesday, October 1 “ completed program requirements

and Program Checklist by

Mock Admissions (S)

Admissions Race Game (J)

Ensure Juniors participants o Thursday, 4.30.26 The Match Game (S)
completed pre-program survey by
« Wednesday, 10.01.25 Review ECMC Scholars Program Take a college tour with
“ current juniors and seniors in Scholars (J&S)
Ensure your school has order Survey Monkey Apply for promotion
4 ECMC Opportunities books by & awarding by . .
. Wednesday, 10.01.25 « Friday, 5.8.26 |dentify sophomores who qualify and

will benefit from the ECMC Scholars

Register to host an ECMC College Submit activity fund and sign MOA Program and assist them in the

“ Night event by  Final deadline Friday, 6.12.26 applitation ptocess. S'chedule'
. Wednesday, 10.01.25 recruitment/information sessions

with Directors as needed.

J= Juniors | S=Seniors

*Dates are subject to change


https://ecmc.zoom.us/j/5809657678%20Zoom%20Meeting%20ID:%20580%20965%207678
https://bit.ly/ECMCscholarscalendar
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Overview: The ECMC College Place (TCP) Match Game is an engaging game that gets
students out of their seats to interact with each other about life in college. Students will
learn about potential challenges they may face as a college student and helpful solutions
that can get them through those difficult moments.

Setup: Each card has either a challenge or a solution printed on it. There are 15
challenges and 15 solutions, so if the class is smaller than 30 students, be sure to remove
any extra challenges and matching solutions prior to handing them out to students. Refer
to the match key for certainty. Mix up the challenge and solution cards. Give each
student one card.

Directions: Students must review their card and find the other student who has the
match to their challenge or solution. Facilitators can refer to the match key to confirm
matches. Once students have found their match, students will discuss their challenge
and solution with their partner and develop an alternative solution for addressing the
challenge. Students will then join together with the larger group to share their
challenge, matched solution and their alternative solution with everyone.



Doug and Patti
Martin and Coretta
Clyde and Bonnie

Ellen and Portia

Jack and Rose
Danny and Sandy
Forrest and Jenny

Luke and Leia
Kermit and Piggy
Daisy and Donald

Fred and Wilma
Harry and Meghan

Shrek and Fiona

Simba and Nala

Aladdin and Jasmine
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Overview: The ECMC College Admissions Race is an engaging and fun game that walks students through
a mock college admissions committee review process. Students will learn that the holistic admissions
process considers criteria beyond grade point average (GPA) and college entrance exam scores,
including rigor of academic program, personal qualities, extracurricular involvement and quality of
application materials. The game takes about 45 minutes to play. For a shorter version, you can omit
scenarios.

Setup: Print the Scenarios and GPA Cards (front/back).

Intro: Read to audience: In the college admissions process, you are more than just a number. There’s
more to you than just your GPA or a score on the SAT or ACT. College admissions committees want to
get to know the authentic you through your application materials. This philosophy is sometimes
referred to as “holistic admissions,” meaning that the admissions committee wants to learn about your
whole person, including your academic, extracurricular, and personal qualities. It’s up to you to tell
your full and complete story in your application. Today we’ll play a game that illustrates the many
criteria that factor into college admissions decisions. In our game, some of you will represent nine
students who have applied to Awesome University, a highly selective institution. | will serve as the
Dean of Admissions and everyone else will act as admissions officers on the admissions committee.
Throughout the game, we’ll learn more about each of the applicants and will offer admissions to the
top three candidates. [Ask for nine volunteers to come to the front of the room. Hand each volunteer a
GPA Card and then ask them to line up in descending GPA order facing the audience, with the 4.0 on
the audience’s left. Instruct volunteers to hold their GPA Card in front of them, with GPA facing the
audience.] So here we have our nine stellar applicants to Awesome University. We wish we could offer
admissions to all of them, but we only have room for three candidates. If we were only to admit based
on GPA without knowing anything else about the applicants, which three applicants would we go with?
[Allow audience to respond. Affirm their responses that if only considering GPA the committee would
admit the students with GPAs of 4.0, 3.9, and 3.8] Let’s learn a bit more about these applicants beyond
their GPA. Applicants, on the back of your GPA Card you have a list of your personal qualities or details
related to your application. As we move through the game, | will read through scenarios based on these
qualities or details. The scenarios will have an impact on your admissions decision and | will prompt you
to move up (to your right) the line if there’s a positive impact or down the line (to your left) if there’s
a negative impact. In some cases, one scenario may impact more than one applicant. If a scenario has a
negative impact on more than one applicant, the lowest student should move first, and vice versa.
After | read each scenario, the admissions committee and | will discuss the impact of the scenario.
[Start game by reading Scenario 1. After the students move up the line, discuss Scenario 1 based on the
suggested discussion topics. Then repeat process with the remaining Scenarios.]
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Scenario 1. If you have taken an exceptionally strong academic program (3.8, 3.4) +2
e Discussion: It’s important to take full advantage of the academic challenges available to you at your

school. Ask your school counselor about your school’s rigorous classes, which could include
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Dual/Concurrent-Enrollment, Honors,
etc. In high school, you should challenge yourself in all four core subject areas (English, Math,
Science, Social Studies) and for many colleges, foreign language as well. Work closely with your
school counselor to build a challenging schedule that will best prepare you for college. Research
shows that the strongest predictor of your academic performance in college is whether you
performed well in college-level courses while in high school.

Scenario 2. If you are the captain of your school’s step dance team (3.7) +1
» Discussion: Colleges want you to fully participate in their campus communities, and the best
indicator of your potential contributions to your college community is your extracurricular
involvement while in high school. In high school, deeply involve yourself in the things that you are
passionate about. In this example, not only does this student participate on the step team, but has
also shown leadership by becoming the team captain.

Scenario 3. If you clearly stated that this college was your first choice by submitting an early decision
application and commitment (3.6) +2
* Discussion: Some colleges consider an applicant’s “demonstrated interest” when making admissions

decisions. Colleges want as many of their admitted students to accept their offer of admissions as
possible, and demonstrated interest can demonstrate how likely a student is to do so. Applicants
can demonstrate their interest in many ways, including filling out an online inquiry form, emailing
their admissions representative, visiting campus, attending the college’s recruitment events, or by
applying early decision. Early decision is binding, meaning that a student commits to attend that
institution if admitted, regardless of how much financial aid the college may offer. Keep in mind
that it can take a lot of time, energy, and money to demonstrate interest, so be sure to ask each
college you’re interested in whether they consider demonstrated interest. Many do not, so
submitting a quality application is all you need to do to demonstrate your interest!

Scenario 4. If your intended major is pre-law or pre-med (3.8, 3.9) -1
e Discussion: Some colleges can only admit a certain number of students per major, so sometimes it is
more competitive to gain admissions to a college if you’re interested in the most popular majors.
Pre-law and the pre-med pathway are two of the most popular areas of study.
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Scenario 5. If your intended major is Greek (3.5) +2
e Discussion: In contrast to our last scenario, some colleges have to ensure they admit enough
students into a major in order to keep that department running! Some majors, like Greek, may not
be as popular so you may get a boost in the admissions process. Careful though—don’t try to game
the system! It’s important that you not commit yourself to an area of study in which you do not
have a true interest.

Scenario 6. If you did not regularly meet with your school counselor or college advisor to get
feedback on your college list and applications (3.7) -1
e Discussion: Don’t be afraid to ask for help! Your school counselors and college advisor can help you

build a college list that helps ensure you gain admissions to a college that will serve you well. You’ll
want to apply to at least three colleges, including a reach, a target, and a likely. A reach is a
college where the admissions criteria are a bit of a stretch for you based on your academic
qualifications, but still possible. A target is a college where the admissions criteria are on target for
you. A likely is a college where your academic qualifications exceed the criteria and you are likely
to be admitted. Once you’ve established a list of at least one reach, target, and likely, your school
counselor or college advisor can help you develop a strong essay that fully conveys your story,
brainstorm whom to ask for recommendations, and make sure every “t” is crossed and “i” dotted on
all application materials.

Scenario 7. If you asked for a letter of recommendation from a prominent public official who didn’t
know much about you rather than a teacher or coach who knows you well (3.5) -1
e Discussion: when it comes to letters of recommendation, the fanciness of the letterhead or the

prominence of the individual signing the letter matters less than the content of the letter. Good
letters of recommendation include the recommender’s specific reasons and examples that
demonstrate you would be a good addition to the college campus. Oftentimes if you ask a public
official or famous person for a letter of recommendation and they do not know you well, they will
write a generic form letter that does not add to the quality of your application.

Scenario 8. If you forgot to change the name of the college to which you were applying when you
cut and pasted your college essay (3.8) -4
e Discussion: Whoops! Mistakes like this are easy to make but can be quite detrimental. Before you
hit the submit button, double check every detail. Better yet, ask a trusted friend, parent, school
counselor, or college advisor to do a final edit for you.
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Scenario 9. If you are a legacy (3.5, 3.2) +2
e Discussion: Legacy means that one or more of your family members also attended the college to
which you’re applying. Some schools count any relative while others count only parents, so be sure
to ask an admissions officer what counts as legacy status. Some schools give preferential treatment
to legacy students because a legacy student is more likely to attend if admitted.

Scenario 10. If you did not write the optional essay for your college application (3.7, 4.0) -1
e Discussion: A good rule of thumb is that if you have the option to add more details or information to
your application that you haven’t included elsewhere, go for it! Otherwise it’s a missed opportunity.

Scenario 11. If the topic of your college essay was “What | learned from playing sports” (3.9, 3.6) -1
e Discussion: You want your essay to be authentic and unique to you. You should also provide specific
examples to make your point. Try to show your message rather than just tell it. For example, while
many students can write a similarly generic essay by telling the reader that playing sports taught
them perseverance and teamwork, only you can provide vivid and specific anecdotes that show how
you demonstrated these qualities on and off the field.

Scenario 12. If you wrote the essay of the year - the one that was passed around the admissions
office because it was so good (3.3) +3
* Discussion: See, hard work on your essay pays off!

Scenario 13. If you plagiarized your history paper and got caught, sit down - you’re out of the
competition entirely (3.8)

e Discussion: Many college applications require you to list any major discipline infractions on your
application. For colleges with honor codes or honor systems, their admissions committee pays close
to attention to any infractions related to plagiarism, dishonesty, or stealing. Depending on the
severity of your infraction, your application could be rejected. Colleges value integrity and good
character, so make positive choices in high school that demonstrate those qualities.

Scenario 14. If you will be the first in your family to attend college (3.4) +2
e Discussion: Colleges welcome and value all types of diversity, including diversity of experiences. Just
because no other member of your family has gone to college doesn’t mean that you can’t attend
some of the best colleges in the country. Congratulations on being a trailblazer in your family!
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Scenario 15. If during the summer before your senior year you provided childcare for your younger
siblings, worked a part-time job, or attended an enriching summer program (3.9, 3.5) +2
e Discussion: Sometimes we overlook some of our most important activities and experiences when we

brainstorm our resume for college applications. Colleges consider anything you do besides attending
class and doing your homework as an extracurricular activity. The contributions you make to your
siblings and family by providing childcare, the real world lessons learned during your part-time job,
and the new horizons reached during enriching summer academic programs teach you more about
yourself, how you interact with others, and how you experience the world around you.

Scenario 16. If you participated in zero extracurricular activities during high school (4.0) -3
e Discussion: If you don’t involve yourself in your school and local community, you are really missing
out on valuable experience and lessons that would help you succeed in college. Get involved—it’s not
too late to explore an existing passion or discover a new one!

Scenario 17. If you regularly volunteered for several organizations in your community (3.6) +1
e Discussion: By regularly giving your time and energy to support others in your community, you
demonstrate a concern for others as well as dedication. In addition, you may encounter new
neighbors and experiences that help you to grow by pushing you outside of your comfort zone. Many
colleges have strong cultures of community service and/or service-learning experiences that tie your
academics to community service. Your previous community service experience shows you would be a
good fit for their campus cultures.

Scenario18. If you want to study computer science, but your high school doesn’t offer any computer
science courses, so you took a free online coding class instead (3.9) +1
e Discussion: Intellectual curiosity is a quality that colleges admire greatly. Not only did you take
advantage of all the rigorous academic opportunities available to you in your high school, but you
pushed yourself further and more deeply explored a subject about which you are passionate.
Impressive!

Scenario 19. If you prepared for the SAT or ACT by first taking the PSAT or PreACT (3.2) +2

e Discussion: Even in a holistic admissions process, most colleges will consider your standardized test
scores. By taking a practice test like the PSAT or PreACT, you have experience under your belt for
the first time you take the SAT or ACT. Additionally, you can use your results from the PSAT or
PreACT to focus your preparation for the SAT or ACT on the areas where you could improve the
most. Did you know that both the SAT and ACT offer free, online, customized practice resources
based on your practice test scores? Don’t miss out. You should also know that your PSAT and PreACT
results can provide you with useful information to explore academic majors and careers of interest
and/or quality you for college scholarships.



u Scholars

Scenario 20. If you are a varsity athlete (3.3, 3.2) +2
e Discussion: Athletics are another excellent example of extracurricular involvement. By making the
varsity team, you demonstrate a long-term commitment and the dedication to master a skill. This
also applies to performing in plays and musicals, competing with your debate team, or working on
your school newspaper or yearbook.

Scenario 21. If you are a varsity athlete and took second place at states in your sport (3.3) +1
e Discussion: This accomplishment shows that you worked hard enough to be among the best of the
best in your sport. If your college is recruiting for a sports team, you may also get a boost based on
the recruiting staff’s interest.

Scenario 22. If you got a D in a core academic course at the end of your junior year (3.3) -3
e Discussion: Remember, your performance in a rigorous program of study is the best indicator of your
future success in a college academic environment. As your high school classes increase in difficulty,
be sure to ask questions during class, do all of your homework, and ask for extra tutoring
opportunities to ensure your grades stay strong through your junior and senior year.

Scenario 23. If you included an additional statement in your application explaining that you earned
the D because you missed many days of school due to a long-term illness (3.3) +1
e Discussion: This is a great example of a student becoming a self-advocate in the college application

process. Recall that is it up to you to tell your whole story, which includes providing context for the
less than ideal parts of your story. You’re not making excuses, but rather you’re helping the
admissions committee understand what you have experienced. Though this background information
won’t completely redeem the D on your transcript, it does lessen the impact on your chances for
admissions.

Scenario 24. If you attended the college information session at your high school and introduced
yourself to the admissions officer (3.6) +1
e Discussion: Not only is this another example of demonstrating your interest if the school considers it,
but oftentimes admissions officers will share useful tips regarding their admissions process.
Furthermore, you may have the opportunity to better understand how the school is/isn’t a good fit
for you. By making a personal connection with the admissions officer, you can also follow up in the
future with any questions that might come up.
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Scenario 25. If you decided to protect your GPA by not taking any of the rigorous courses available
at your school (4.0) -2
e Discussion: Nice try, but you missed out on so many opportunities to prepare yourself for college-

level coursework. Admissions officers will read through every line of your transcript with a focus on
which of your school’s rigorous courses you took. If you’ve taken the path of least resistance through
high school, you have hurt your chances for admissions. Read to audience: That was our final
scenario and the end of our admissions committee deliberation. What you see before you is the
committee’s ranking of applicants. Our top three applicants will be admitted—congratulations! The
rest of the applicants will be added to the waitlist. Hopefully, our applicants on the waitlist have
applied to at least two other colleges, their target and likely schools, so they have other great
options to get excited about at this point in case they are not pulled off the waitlist. But this isn’t
the end of the game, neither today nor in real life! [Ask all applicants to remain standing in line.]
Once you are admitted, there are several key actions to take in order to successfully enroll as a
student in the fall. From reviewing financial aid award letters to submitting your tuition deposit to
attending orientation, there’s a lot to do once you celebrate your happy admissions news! Let’s see
how those next steps play out for our applicants through a few more scenarios.

Scenario 26. If your financial aid award letter wasn’t enough and your family can’t afford for you to
attend, sit down (3.4)

» Discussion: Sometimes the college won’t be able to provide enough financial aid in order for you and
your family to afford the total cost of attendance. Rather than taking out an irresponsible amount of
loans, you and your family made the decision to start off at your community college and then
transfer to a four-year college to save money.

Scenario 27. But wait, if your financial aid award letter wasn’t enough and your family can’t afford
for you at attend, there’s good news! If you spent two hours a week throughout your senior year
applying to local, regional, and national scholarships, move back to your place in line - you were
awarded enough external scholarships to cover the full cost of attendance! (3.4)

e Discussion: Congrats! Think of applying for scholarships as a part-time job that potentially pays much
better than minimum wage. By checking in regularly with your school counselor for local scholarship
opportunities, conducting your own online scholarship search, and asking your parents if their
employers have scholarship programs, you did your due diligence to make attending your dream
school an affordable reality!
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Scenario 28. If you caught senioritis and earned three Fs on your final transcript, your admissions
has been rescinded. Please sit down (3.6)

e Discuss: This seems harsh, but it is a reality! You will be required to submit your final high school
transcript to the college you plan to attend, and they will review it in detail. If your grades have
dropped dramatically while a waitlisted applicant has continued to perform with excellence, the
college might opt to go with the student on the waitlist instead of you.

Scenario 29. If you stopped checking your email account and didn’t complete important enrollment
steps like applying for on-campus housing, attending summer orientation, submitting health forms,
or registering for classes, please sit down—you failed to fully enroll as a student! (3.5)

e Discuss: It is your responsibility to keep track of the many steps required to successfully enroll as a
student. If you do not check your college email and meet the required deadlines, the college may
assume that you’re not interested and that you have decided to attend another college. Your lack of
follow-through means another student on the waitlist can attend instead of you.

Read to audience: We now have a new top three. Congratulations to our waitlisted candidates who
are now admitted! Ask the two previously waitlisted candidates: Now that you’re admitted, what
steps are you going to be sure to take to make sure you get to enroll in the fall?

Wrap-Up Discussion: So as mock applicants and mock admissions officers, today we’ve seen first-
hand that colleges are not looking for one particular type of student. They’re looking for the
personalities and stories behind your GPAs and test scores. We now understand that admissions
decisions take into consideration a wide variety of factors, from extracurricular involvement, rigor
of academic coursework, and quality of application materials.

Group discussion: What surprised you about the outcome of this game? After participating in this
game, how will you approach your college search and application process differently?
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Researching Colleges and Universities

Introduction: In the U.S. each state has a postsecondary education system that is generally
composed of two year or community colleges, public colleges and universities, and private or
independent colleges and universities. In this lesson, students will research the systems of higher
education in their state, and then conduct more detailed research on three different types of
colleges. Students also will gain a basic understanding of college admission requirements and
identify colleges or universities that interest them.

Learning Goals
* To understand the various systems of higher education.
* To find the admission requirements of selected colleges or universities.
- To learn how to use the Internet to conduct research on colleges or universities.

Target Audience Students in grades 7 through 11. Timing 60 to 90 minutes, plus homework. Lesson
can also be extended over two to three days.

Materials Needed
- Internet access for student research on institutions of higher education
- Pens, pencils, and paper
- Hard copy resources (such as newspapers) from school library, if Internet is not available
- Handout: KWL Worksheet - Handout: State University Facts
- Handout: Private University Facts
- Handout: Community College Facts
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Activity 1. Where am | going to college and how will | get there? (10 to 15 minutes)

Distribute the handout KWL Worksheet. Have students generate a list of what they already know
about going to college in the first column (What Do | Know) of the KWL Worksheet. Give a two-
minute time limit.

Ask each student to participate in a class exercise called Novel Ideas Only in which students
contribute an idea or question that has not already been posed. Have a student recorder list what
students already know on a large KWL Worksheet drawn on the board or chart tablet. Have all
students record on their individual KWL Worksheets the ideas generated by the class during the
exercise. Keep the classroom KWL Worksheet for the end of the lesson to see if all questions have
been answered and to correct any misinformation students might have recorded in the “K” column.
Using the second column of the KWL Worksheet, have students identify what they want to learn
about college. Again, use the Novel Ideas Only approach to list the want-to-learn questions on the
class KWL Worksheet.

References and Websites college search engines on the web:
CollegeNET:
www.collegenet.com
The College Board:
www.collegeboard.org
ACT:
www.act.org
Xap Corporation:
WWW.Xap.com
Peterson’s Guide to Colleges:
www.petersons.com
The College Place:
www.ecmc.org/tcp
Historically Black Colleges:
www.collegechoice.net/rankings/best-historically-black-colleges-universities/
Postsecondary Minority Institutions:
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/edlite-minorityinst.html
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— COLLEGE 101 —

What do | WANT to know about What have | LEARNED about
college? college?

What do | KNOW about college?
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Activity 2. Types of institutions of higher education in the state and basic entrance requirements for those
colleges and universities (30 minutes or homework)

» Most states have three systems of higher education: community colleges; public state universities or
colleges; and private/independent universities or colleges. Depending on students’ prior knowledge it may
be necessary to briefly explain the differences between the three systems.

» Distribute the worksheets State University, Private University, and Community College Facts.

» As either an in-class assignment or as homework, have students conduct research on the Internet, using
one or more of the websites listed below, to answer the questions on the worksheets.

Activity 3. What have | learned? (15 minutes)

» Bring the class back together and have students write silently in the second or “L” column of the KWL
Worksheet at least three things they learned in their research activity. Then have students share with the
class what they learned about the different colleges and universities of your state and their basic admission
requirements. Employ “Novel Ideas Only” if desired.

» Lead a class discussion using the following questions:

o Did you find all of the information you were looking for?

o What unanswered questions do you have about any of the colleges?

o How much of your “K” column was correct?

o What kind of options do you have after you graduate from high school?

o What can or should you do now to prepare for college?

o What are some of the most appealing or interesting aspects of this or that college? Why? What’s not so
appealing and why?

« Alternative method: Have students form two- to three-person teams. From a bag or hat, have each team
pick a card with the abbreviation of a state, such as “CA,” “CT,” “TX,” etc. The team will then research
colleges and universities in that state, using worksheets. After completing their research, each team picks
the college or university it would most like to attend, and their top three reasons for attending the
institution chosen. Then on a piece of construction paper that has been cut out in the shape of their state,
the team must write reasons for attending that college and other basic information. As a class, each team
puts its piece of the nation on a bulletin board, showcasing colleges around the nation.

Activity 4. Optional writing assignments (homework)

» Report of Information Essay: Ask students to choose one college from among those researched, and in three
to five paragraphs explain some of the key facts learned. For example, is the student population large or
small? What majors are offered? What extracurricular activities does it offer? Then, explain what was
learned by doing the research. Why might a student want to attend this college? Comparative essay: Ask
students to choose two of the colleges that were researched. In a three- to five-paragraph essay, analyze
the similarities and differences between the two colleges selected, and which of the two colleges the
student would like to attend. Discuss why the choice was made.
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State University Facts

Find one public university or college in your state and answer the following questions:
1. Number of students enrolled:
Undergraduate:
Graduate/professional:
2. Degrees offered or conferred:
3. Majors or certificates offered (list no more than 10):

. Tuition and fees per year:
. Percent of undergraduates receiving financial aid:
. Estimated time to graduation:
. High school college-preparation courses required for admission:

N O Ul A

8. College entrance exams required for admission:

9. Average grade point average (GPA) of admitted students:

10. Extracurricular activities offered:

Top two reasons for attending this college or university:
1.

2.

Are you interested in attending this college when you graduate from high school? Why or why
not?
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Private University Facts

Find one public university or college in your state and answer the following questions:
1. Number of students enrolled:
Undergraduate:
Graduate/professional:
2. Degrees offered or conferred:
3. Majors or certificates offered (list no more than 10):

. Tuition and fees per year:
. Percent of undergraduates receiving financial aid:
. Estimated time to graduation:
. High school college-preparation courses required for admission:

N O Ul A

8. College entrance exams required for admission:

9. Average grade point average (GPA) of admitted students:

10. Extracurricular activities offered:

Top two reasons for attending this college or university:
1.

2.

Are you interested in attending this college when you graduate from high school? Why or why
not?
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Community College Facts

Find one public university or college in your state and answer the following questions:
1. Number of students enrolled:
Undergraduate:
Graduate/professional:
2. Degrees offered or conferred:
3. Majors or certificates offered (list no more than 10):

. Tuition and fees per year:
. Percent of undergraduates receiving financial aid:
. Estimated time to graduation:
. High school college-preparation courses required for admission:

N O Ul A

8. College entrance exams required for admission:

9. Average grade point average (GPA) of admitted students:

10. Extracurricular activities offered:

Top two reasons for attending this college or university:
1.

2.

Are you interested in attending this college when you graduate from high school? Why or why
not?
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Introduction

In College 101 students researched colleges and universities in their states. They learned about the
differences between public universities, private colleges, and two-year (community/junior) colleges.
They also began to identify college admission requirements. In this activity, students will begin to
explore college life and to envision themselves as college students. (30 minutes, plus homework)

Learning Goals

After this lesson, students should be able to:
e Develop a visual understanding of college life; and
e Envision themselves as college students.

Materials Needed
e College materials: flyers, brochures, pennants, information from a variety of universities
e Art supplies: pens, paper, scissors, glue stick, tape, magazines
» Poster board or construction paper for each student’s collage

Activities

1. Collect brochures and other promotional materials from eight to 10 of the colleges that students
researched in College 101. The colleges and universities selected should encompass the range from
large public universities to small private colleges to two-year community/junior colleges.

2. Divide students into groups of three or four students each and distribute different college
promotional materials to each group. Have each student spend several minutes on the college
materials, writing down brief answers about what life at the college is like. (If students struggle with
their answers, ask them to review the college materials again, and ask: What do college students
do?)

3. Ask students to share their responses with their small group. Then ask for volunteers to share their
group’s responses with the entire class. Put their answers on the board, making sure the list includes:

* Study and learn  Become leaders
* Broaden knowledge about the world e Work
* Play sports e Join clubs

* Go to sporting events, football games, . Travel abroad

etc.  Attend, organize and participate in cultural events
* Meet people from different backgrounds , Become independent from parents
* Make new friends
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4. Tell students, “Now imagine that it’s your first year of college. Choose three or four activities
on the board that you think will be important to you.” Point out that there should be a balance
between the activities (for example, they should not spend their entire college career going to
sporting events, cultural activities and joining clubs). These activities can also represent students’
vision of their lives as college students.

5. Once students have selected three or four activities, tell them that they now have a chance to
represent these activities in a collage of their own creation.

6. Homework Assignment: When | Go To College, | Will...

* Assign students to gather images from magazines, newspapers, or the Internet that visually
represent the activities selected or that reflect their vision of student life. Ask them to select
at least one image per activity. If students have limited access to printed materials or to the
Internet, they may draw the images. Examples:

o “Study and learn” might be represented with a picture of a student in the library;

o “Becoming independent from parents” might be represented with a picture of someone
moving into (or out of) a home;

o “Make new friends” might be represented with a student surrounded by a group of other
students.

¢ Have students use the images to create a collage.

* Have students write a one-page essay that completes the sentence: “When | go to college, |
will...” The essay must explain what each image represents and why the student chose the
images.

7. Once students are finished with their homework, invite them to share with the class their
collages and short essays.

8. Encourage students to take their collages home, to share them with their families, and to keep
the collage in a prominent place as a constant reminder of their own vision of life as a college
student.
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Introduction

In College 101 students researched colleges and universities in their states. They learned about
the differences among public universities, private colleges, and two-year (community/junior)
colleges. They also began to identify college-admission requirements. In this activity, students
will learn the importance of keeping track of all their achievements in order to facilitate their
educational journey when it comes to applying for college and scholarships. (30 minutes, plus
homework)

Learning Goals
After this lesson, students should be able to:
* Develop an understanding of the importance of keeping track of their achievements during
middle and high school; and
* Create a portfolio of accomplishments which will help them in the application process for
colleges and scholarships.

Materials Needed
* My Portfolio Worksheet (Appendix C)

Activities

1. Explain the importance of being a well-rounded student. Talk about how colleges look beyond
just grades and test scores to student achievements, both in and out of the classroom. Also talk
about how scholarships are available for a wide variety of activities, awards, community service,
future career and job interests, and through a student and/or parent workplace program. In this
way, they will understand how vital it is to keep track of this information. Make sure to talk about
your own experience and how keeping track or not keeping track of your accomplishments
benefited you when it came time to apply to colleges and for scholarships.

2. Ask students what activities they think colleges want to see them involved in, as well as ones in
which they are presently involved. These would include clubs, sports, community organizations

and a variety of other activities.

3. Ask students what awards and honors they have received.
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4. Talk to students about how volunteer work and community service are important, not only for
giving back to their communities, but for developing and communicating their values and passions
as individuals. a. thinking of yourself as a college-bound student realizing the college dream
www.ecmc.org

5. Talk about paid employment and how a job teaches time management, people skills,
responsibility and a host of other skills.

6. Homework Assignment: Building My Portfolio

e For homework, have students fill out My Portfolio Worksheet with what they have done and
are currently doing. Make sure to emphasize that the purpose of this assignment is to show
them how to keep track of their accomplishments and encourage them to participate in
extracurricular activities in a meaningful way. They should not be focused on the quantity of
activities but rather on the amount of time and effort they devote to the chosen activity and
how the activity positively affects them.

* In class the next day, have the students break up into small groups. Have each of them talk
about what they are involved in and give at least two positive outcomes to their participation,
then write their activities and positive experiences on the board. This exercise will broaden
the scope of students’ knowledge concerning extracurricular options. Encourage students to
ask questions about your personal experiences with building a portfolio for college
applications and scholarships. Make sure they understand the importance of keeping this kind
of information up to date and readily available.
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COLLEGE 101

— BUILDING MY PORTFOLIO —
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES +HONORSIAWARDS
+ -
COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK EXPERIENCES
/ 4 + +
+ +-

SKILLS OTHER
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JUNIOR
~ STUDENT CHECKLIST

School

Juniors

Activities

On Your Own:

@ Welcome to the ECMC Scholars

@ ECMC Learning Modules @ College 101: Visualize your life Program!
» Budget Basics as a college student Thursday, September 11, 2025 @ 6 PM
e Buying a Car
@ Admissions Race Game o Choosing Your Path
o RoadTrip Nation Watch Road Trip Thursday, November 13, 2025 @ 6 PM
Nation Video: “A Keystone for @ College Tour
Innovation” @ Paying for College (Juniors only)
) ) @ ECMC College Night Event (ask Thursday, January 8, 2026 @ 6 PM
® Apply to 2 outside scholarships your Scholars Coordinator for
(we share several each month in your specific event date) @ Comparing Financial Aid Award
the the monthly newsletter) Letters

Thursday, February 12, 2026 @ 6 PM
@ Complete 20 volunteer Hours (work
hours are included) @ scholarships 101 (Juniors only)

Thursday, March 12, 2026 @ 6 PM
@ Attend a cultural event and write a

personal statement about the
event

Survey Monkey Apply Checklist:

Deadline: You Tube:

Please keep in mind that all activities (Watch recordings for makeup sessions here)
assigned to scholars are required to be

complete by... 4{ 3 0 2 6 list=PL6t1DirEPiulYOIK l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H
o o *posted after the live event

Makeup Activities:

Should you ever miss an in-person activity at school or one of
our live webinars, we have already created a make up activity
that you can do on your own to satisfy that requirement. Each
makeup activity is located inside your checklist on Survey
Monkey Apply. If you have any questions, please reach out to
your ECMC Scholars Coordinator or ECMC Scholars Director
(Amy or Josh)



https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://ecmc.smapply.us/prog/
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~ STUDENT CHECKLIST

On Your Own: Activities
@ Welcome to the ECMC Scholars

@ Interest Inventory - input your @ College 101: Building Your Program!

RIASEC Code on checklist Profile Thursday, September 11, 2025 @ 6 PM
® Complete your FAFSA @ Mock Admissions Game @ FAFSA Night (Seniors only)

Thursday, October 9, 2025 @ 6 PM

@ RoadTrip Nation Watch Road Trip ® Match Game

Nation Video: “A Keystone for @ Choosing Your Path

Innovation™ @ College Tour Thursday, November 13, 2025 @ 6 PM
@ Apply to 2 outside scholarships @ Comparing Financial Aid Offers

(we share several each month in Thursday, Feb 12, 2026 @ 6 PM

the the monthly newsletter)
@ Your Financial Health: Student Loan

@ Complete 20 volunteer Hours (work Basics (Seniors only)
hours are included) Thursday, March 5, 2026 @ 6 PM

@ Attend a cultural event and write a @ Senior Next Steps (not on checklist)
personal statement about the Thursday, March 27, 2026
event ¢ 1 PM (Eastern) 10AM (Pacific)

L ¢ 6 PM (Eastern) 3 PM (Pacific
Survey Monkey Apply Checklist: . 9PM EPacific))6pm (Fﬁadﬁc))
**Webinar links can be found under

webinar section

Deadline: You Tube:

Please keep in mind that all activities (Watch recordings for makeup sessions here)
assigned to scholars are required to be

complete by... list=PL6t1DirEPiulYOIK l6syt0-u8bVWwU5SH
‘; .30. 26 *posted after the live event

Makeup Activities:

Should you ever miss an in-person activity at school or one of
our live webinars, we have already created a make up activity
that you can do on your own to satisfy that requirement. Each
makeup activity is located inside your checklist on Survey
Monkey Apply. If you have any questions, please reach out to
your ECMC Scholars Coordinator or ECMC Scholars Director
(Amy or Josh)


https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6t1DirEPiuIY0IK_l6syt0-u8bVWwU5H%20*posted%20after%20the%20lived%20event
https://ecmc.smapply.us/prog/
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Will the webinars be recorded?

Yes. All webinars hosted by ECMC will be recorded and a link sent to you via e-mail. Important information is contained in
each webinar to help you with the college planning process.

What if | have a schedule conflict with a planned checklist activity?

Contact your school’s ECMC Scholars administrator and request an alternate activity to make up for the missed event.
This will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

What if | have tech issues accessing links/webinars, etc.?

Reach out to your school’s ECMC Scholars administrator for assistance. Close out your browser and reopen. Refresh your
screen. Clear out any history/cached links that may be blocking the site or link.

How will my administrator know if | truly completed an activity on my own?

You will be self-reporting many of the activities via the online checklist but please know that the ECMC Scholars Program
Director, Joshua Mann, has access to many of the activity platforms “behind the scenes” and can verify if an activity was
completed or not. She will also send reports to your Scholars administrator on a regular basis to ensure they are kept up
to date on your progress. Admins also can see the checklist updates you make in Smarter Select.

What if | change schools during the school year? Can | still participate?

Only if you are moving to another school that participates in the ECMC Scholars Program. Contact The ECMC Scholars
Program Team (see below) to discuss this in more detail.

When will | know if I’ve earned the scholarship?
Seniors will be notified in early May if they have earned the scholarship or not.

How will | receive the scholarship money?

In short - you won’t receive the $$ directly. It will be mailed to your institution only after you have completed the
disbursement request form located in your Smarter Select account.

Your $6000 scholarship is available up to six years after high school graduation. Freshman college students are capped at
$4000 for disbursements but if you don’t need it for your freshman year, we keep it for you until you need it. How cool is
that?



ECMC
Scholars

&

— LINKS —

( CHECKLIST )

Update your checklist
o Mark off your progress as you go and visit your
e checklist often

g@’@

@( ZOOM WEBINARS )

The following Webinars are held at 6 & 9 PM (Eastern)
ick Thursday, September 11, 2025
C“gf‘ Thursday, October 9, 2025 (Seniors Only)
o Thursday, November, 13, 2025
e Thursday, January 8, 2026 (Juniors only)
e Thursday, February 12, 2026
o Thursday, March 5, 2026 (Seniors only)
e Thursday, March 12, 2026 (Juniors only)

e Thursday, March 27, 2026 (Seniors Only Next Steps)
o 1 PM (Eastern) 10AM (Pacific)
o 6 PM (Eastern) 3 PM (Pacific)
o 9 PM (Pacific) 6pm (Pacific)

Links can be found on student checklists at
ecmc.smapply.us under webinars

*If you miss the live webinar, please visit our YouTube Page for
the recorded version and write an impact statement on your
checklist on SurveyMonkeyApply (4-5 complete sentences)
stating things that you learned from the webinar)

@OADTRIP NATION VIDEOS)

Assigned Video: for Juniors and Seniors:
%\} o Watch Road Trip Nation Video: “A Keystone for

Innovation”

https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-
pennsylvania-
documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c

*After watching_this video, write an impact statement
(200 words or less).

( VOLUNTEER HOURS )

Juniors & Seniors: will need to complete 20 hours

* Please upload to Survey Monkey Apply checklist.
% o bit.ly/4mzvV8m

( SCHOLARSHIP TRACKER )

Juniors & Seniors: Complete 2 scholarship applications

and track on ECMC’s Scholarship Tracker.

ick ’Please upload to Survey Monkey Apply checklist.

bit.ly/45BW7sZ

..

( JUNIORS ONLY )

ECMC Learning: Juniors Only
o Identity Theft
e Buying a Car

https://ecmclearning.org/Scholars

( SENIORS ONLY )

Interest Inventory :
o Career Assessment- input your RIASEC Code on
checklist

Career One Stop

https: //www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Careers/inter

est-assessment.aspx

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
o Begin your FAFSA beginning October 1, 2025 and
complete ASAP

https://studentaid.gov/


http://ecmc.smapply.us/
https://ecmc.smapply.us/prog/
https://ecmclearning.org/Scholars
https://ecmclearning.org/Scholars
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/being-you-documentary
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://roadtripnation.com/roadtrip/southeast-pennsylvania-documentary/675a388b3187d9940a8e7d7c
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF95o8fptc/4PH_0GKjpJnUFO3395Tiew/edit
https://ecmcstudentsuccess.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/5f000002Zfmo/a/UO000000AYBh/CGZsURq_HarLafvnSGB.LZQv18urtnH9V50ryW8bqQw
http://bit.ly/4mzvV8m
https://ecmc.sharepoint.com/sites/ecmcscholarsprogram/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Fecmcscholarsprogram%2FShared%20Documents%2FAdministrator%20Binder%2FScholarship%20Tracker%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Fecmcscholarsprogram%2FShared%20Documents%2FAdministrator%20Binder&p=true&ga=1
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
http://bit.ly/45BW7sZ
https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Careers/interest-assessment.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Careers/interest-assessment.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Careers/interest-assessment.aspx
https://studentaid.gov/
https://vitanavis.com/
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Careers/interest-assessment.aspx
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—VOLUNTEER HOURS—

ECMC Scholars Volunteer Hours Tracking Form

Volunteer activities have a significant impact in meeting the needs of communities
and allow Scholar students to help others by sharing their time and talents. ECMC
Scholars are required to volunteer 20 hours per year. NEW: Employment hours may
count toward meeting this requirement. Due date: April 30th.

Please use this form to keep track of your hours and submit it to your ECMC Scholars
Coordinator at your high school when your 20 hours are completed.

*Please upload to Survey Monkey Apply checklist.

Volunteer Name:

ACTIVITY PLACE OF SERVICE
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— COLLEGE APPS —

DUE DATE: COLLEGE | UNIVERSITY LOGIN IN DETAILS TR ARSI

FILING DEADLINE

ECMC Scholars College Application Tracking Form

This is a great resource for you to track the schools you are planning on
applying to. You can prioritize working on the applications by their
deadlines dates and also track each school you apply to for their FAFSA
Priority Filing Deadline. Each school can be different and it is very
important to know those details! Also keep track of your login information
incase you need to reference your application status or communicate
additional information requested from the colleges.

*Please upload to Survey Monkey Apply checklist.
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— SCHOLARSHIP —
TRACKER

DUE DATE: SCHOLARSHIP NAME LOGIN IN DETAILS ey NEEPED

ECMC Scholars College Application Tracking Form
This is a great resource for you to track the schools you are planning on
applying to. You can prioritize working on the applications by their
deadlines dates and also track each school you apply to for their FAFSA
Priority Filing Deadline. Each school can be different and it is very
important to know those details! Also keep track of your login information
in case you need to reference your application status or communicate
additional information requested from the colleges.

*Please upload to Survey Monkey Apply checklist.
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APPLIC/ANT
CHECKLIST

Preferred Criteria (must meet one)

Dependent child of active duty,
retired or veteran
military personnel

Y/N

REQUIRED CRITERIA (MUST MEET ALL)

Demonstrates individual determination
to succeed and plans to pursue higher
education within 6 months of high
school graduation

Y/N

First generation

Submitted ECMC FERPA release form

Identifies as part of an under-
represented group

Submitted required parent letter of
support

Qualifies for free/reduced lunch

Submitted required Photo Release form

Unweighted GPA between 2.0 to
3.0 (10th grade)

Current Sophomore, entering junior yea

Citizens or eligible non-citizens must
demonstrate Federal Pell Grant
eligibility by completing the Federal
Student Aid Estimator and report their
Federal Pell Grant dollar amount
($1.00-$7,395.00) on the Pre-Applicant
Survey. *Pell standards are subject to
change
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CANDIDATES

©OE

Student Name STUDENTS PERSONAL EMAIL PAERNT GUARDIAN PARENT/GUARDIAN

CONTACT




